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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MTLI.RP.CH 

SUBJECT: NEWSWEEK REPORT OF PEKING'S REQUEST TO USE US BASES 

1. FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO TOLD ME AT LUNCH AUGUST 19 THAT 
THERE WAS NO SUBSTANCE WHATSOEVER IN CURRENT NEWSWEEK 
PERISCOPE ITEM THAT PEKING OFFICIALS HAD ASKED PHILIPPINES 
FOR ACCESS TO MILITARY BASE FACILITIES. HE SAID STORY WAS 
"FABRICATED OUT OF WHOLE CLOTH." 

2. PRESIDENT MARCOS, WHO OVERHEARD THE CONVERSATION, 
CONFIRMED ROMULO'S STATEMENT. HE THEN INSTRUCTED ROMULO TO 
ISSUE PUBLIC DENIAL OF STORY. THIS WILL PRESUMABLY BE DONE 

AS A FOREIGN AFFAIRS HANDOUT. SULLIVAN 
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